GOREBRIDGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT

MEETING  21/02/2017

Since the last meeting there has been an increased amount of youth related problems in and around Gorebridge. This unfortunately is not exclusive to Gorebridge and  groups of youths intent on causing a nuisance have taken up a huge amount of Police time recently. It does appear that some of the issues the town is experiencing at this time is down to these youths travelling from other parts of Midlothian.

There have been in the region of 300 calls to Police over the preceding month of which appx 35 can be directly attributed to youths. The remaining calls as you will no doubt be aware range from quite a small amount of actual crime, to missing persons some very high risk, concern for persons well being, parking, noise & neighbour complaints, road traffic matters to the more obscure.

The“Youth calls” tag is added to incidents and  covers a various amount of calls from vandalism & noise nuisance down to youths congregating or in fact kicking a ball in the street.

Bryan Mcdiarmid a representative from Scotmid is here tonight and stores like Scotmid appear to be suffering like many other supermarkets have, where by large groups of kids congregate & through their numbers become a noise nuisance & intimidate shoppers & staff. The reasons for them being there appear to be shelter, heat, light & WiFi & unfortunately the lack of youth provision.

Where incidents at the more serious end of the scale have occurred ie where these individuals have failed to leave, been threatening or have indeed caused damage I am glad to say, individuals been identified & charged with relevant offences.

In addition to this & unrelated to the youth issue, shoplifting has been relatively prevalent in the town with 6 reported crimes, the majority being carried out at Scotmid where it appears in all but one occasion a travelling criminal has been responsible for targeting the store stealing butcher meat. The other instance was a theft of £60 of alcohol from another premises where the culprit was identified by cctv & apprehended by Police.

In addition other crimes / incidents of note for the period include the following

28/01/17 break-in to shed & kids Quad bike stolen at the Crescent, Gowkshill.

02/02/17 entry gained to Hart Builders site at Greenhall Road & appx £1500 worth of assorted scaffold stolen overnight.

03/02/17 a vehicle made off from Police travelling at speed (excess of 60mph) in Hunterfield Road .The vehicle found abandoned in Mayfield however officers from the CAT along with a dog handler made a search of the area & flushed out a male who made off over roofs.

Unfortunately he fell! Breaking his ankle & was apprehended.

A report has been submitted to the PF re various road traffic offences including Sect 2 Dangerous driving & drink driving associated crimes.

05/02/17 outer pane of DB glazed window smashed - Barleyknowe Terrace.

06/02/17 break-in to a garage & kids Quad bike stolen (recovered) from Barleyknowe Street.

09/02/17 stolen Landrover recovered in Glenview Walk  minus high value tools (mechanics veh stolen from Carrington).

11/02/17 Kymco moped stolen from the rear garden of a property in Burnside Road. It appears that a gas torch or similar was used to burn through a security chain holding the bike & traces of melted chain were left behind.

17/02/17 Car keyed whilst parked in Hunterfield Road & the owner having a meal in a local restaurant.

17/02/17 As per the media a Misuse of Drugs warrant was used to search a property in Hunterfield Terrace by the Community Investigation Unit (CIU). A positive result with a recovery of drugs culminating in the householder being arrested for being possession & being concerned in the supply of drugs. A report has been submitted to the PF & a court appearance will follow in due course.

20/02/17 Windows smashed (4) at Gorebridge Police station &  Medical centre (1).

 A total of 20 crimes reported were solved over the period & relevant reports have been submitted for consideration to the Juvenile liaison officer, Children’s reporter & Procurator Fiscal.

