GOREBRIDGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL (GCC)

MEETING MINUTES –17 January 2017

	Attendees
	Apologies

	T Taylor (Chair)
	TT
	C McGill (secretary)
	CM
	Cllr C Johnstone
	CJ
	B Paterson
	BPa

	E Robertson
	ER
	W Law
	WL
	A Pacey
	AP
	F Webb
	FW

	P Maher
	PM
	Cllr J Muirhead
	JM
	PC I Kirkpatrick
	IK
	H Webb-Nelson (Treasurer)
	HW-N

	L Ritchie
	LR
	R Laird
	RL
	J Innes
	JI
	Cllr B Pottinger
	BPo

	L Adamson
	LA
	K Quinn
	KQ
	B Duncan
	BD
	S Robertson
	SR

	
	
	
	
	T Cranston
	TC
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME

	· The Chair welcomed everyone to the January meeting


	2. POLICE REPORT

	· Report emailed. No police in attendance at meeting.  A comment was raised regarding solvency rates and a letter will be sent to Kenny Simpson


	ACTIONS
	Reference
	Action Detail
	Owner
	Due Date

	
	20170117-01
	Letter to Kenny Simpson re crime solvency rates
	CM
	21/02/2017


	3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 2015 AGM & PREVIOUS MEETING
	Approved
	Seconded

	· Minutes from the 2015 AGM were approved
	P Maher
	E Robertson

	· Minutes from October meeting were reviewed and approved
	C McGill
	T Taylor 


	4. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

	· Updates on actions noted in each section


	5. SECRETARY’S REPORT

	·  Nothing to report

	6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	· Nothing to report


	7. TREASURER’S REPORT

	· Treasurer’s report of £1135.56 and awards of £589.28.  War memorial £469.00


	8. COUCILLOR’S REPORTS

	Cllr Pottinger
· Sent apologies
Cllr Muirhead
· The tax grab council tax increases has been abandoned.  Final budget in March

· Vote of no confidence in the leader was noted regarding challenging the Scottish government

· Reinstatement of funding for CAT teams was discussed.  Savings suggested on achieving this were accepted with further proposals to stretch savings further.  Cutting 178 council officers by 10 to achieve budget required was rejected

· Withdrawal of funding for Xmas lights will have a huge impact particularly for Gorebridge who raised the funds themselves to obtain new lights  
· Arniston Bing - £250k to remove 20k tonnes from the top of the burning bing to enable it to cool.  Coal Authority won’t take responsibility due to intervention of previous council

· Virgin Media announced plans to cover parts of Midlothian with fibre optic cable.  This will include Gorebridge, will take place over the new 2 yrs until 2019.  This will enable 200mb for homes and 300mb for businesses.
· It was announced that the ward budget of £10,000 will be scrapped

· School capacities have resulted in Stobhill school being capped and Gorebridge Primary reaching capacity.

Cllr Johnstone
· Sent apologies



	ACTIONS
	Reference
	Action Detail
	Owner
	Due Date

	
	20170117-02
	Write to councillor Johnstone re Xmas lights funding
	CM
	31/01/2017

	
	20170117-03
	Find out how much storage, erection and dismantling costs are to enable Community council to create a fundraising strategy with other groups
	JM
	21/02/2017


	9. BEACON UPDATE

	· Unfortunately, Jane Burridge was unable to attend due to a family bereavement.
·  Work has just restarted following 2 week Xmas break
· Wiring and plumbing nearly finished

· Broadband will be available for users

· Kitchen has started and will provide facilities to cater for up to 200 people

· Opening date is still on track for April 2017

· There have been a few security alerts at 4am resulting in complaints from nearby residents.  This has now been fixed

· There was a theft of scaffold at the end of December

· Funding has been confirmed to enable SKS consultants to undertake a survey of Gorebridge residents regarding what they want from the Beacon

· On completion, the Beacon will be handed over to a trust to run and SKS consultants are assisting with sourcing suitable candidates to take on key roles on this board.  There are a number of different roles and responsibilities and applications are welcomed from local residents to take on roles on this board.

· Funding to cover running costs for the first 4 years is currently being discussed and updates will follow 
· A new website in being created to market the Beacon and facilities.
· The Development Trust will be based in the Beacon

· Bookings for Beacon facilities will be available from End April and SKS questionnaire includes specific questions of how much locals will be willing to pay for these facilities 


	ACTIONS
	Reference
	Action Detail
	Owner
	Due Date

	
	
	
	
	


	10. Development Trust updates

	· A heritage project is underway to continue improvements on Gorebridge Main Street, Hunter square and Newbyres Castle areas.  

· The old Railway station building will be part of this project and there are plans to include a café, heritage centre and toilets in this facility.  In addition to this there are plans to have volunteering opportunities, bike hire run by RUTS and training facilities. Discussions continue on the final plans for this building

· It was noted that Network rail offered this building to community groups but the community council were not aware of this.  

· The community council will link in with the development trust to link the Miner’s Memorial project and other miners heritage plans to this project.  RL and  CM to meet with Rod Lugg


	ACTIONS
	Reference
	Action Detail
	Owner
	Due Date

	
	20170117-04
	Arrange meeting with Rod Lugg and update at next meeting
	CM
	21/02/2017


	11. AOCB

	Gorebridge Futures

· A number of crossovers have been noted relating to Futures meeting and community council agendas.  Gillian Cousin to be invited to quarterly Community Council meetings to discuss progress of projects.  
Boundary Changes

· An update from Gillian Cousins re boundary changes will be discussed at next meeting
Federation of community Councils

· The Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer elections have taken place.  Next meeting is 18/1/2017

Agenda Items

· Add Miner’s Memorial Project,  Gorebridge Futures and Development Trust updates to standing agenda


	ACTIONS
	Reference
	Action Detail
	Owner
	Due Date

	
	20170117-05
	Gillian Cousin to be invited to next meeting
	CM
	21/02/2017


	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	21 February 2017, 7pm, Gorebridge Primary School


	ACTION SUMMARY

	ACTIONS
	Reference
	Action Summary
	Owner
	Due Date

	
	20160920-03
	JM to give update on station access through the break in the wall
	JM
	c/f 21/02/2017

	
	20160816-05
	E Robertson to request further information re our obligations re data protection.  Update at next meeting
	ER
	c/f 21/02/2017

	
	20160816-05
	E Robertson to request further information re our obligations re data protection.  Update at next meeting
	ER
	c/f 21/02/2017

	
	
	
	
	

	
	20161101-05
	CM to build a contact list of all community groups to invite them to the meeting on 17th January.  Events will also be updated on facebook and the Facebook page
	CM
	c/f 21/02/2017

	
	20170117-01
	Letter to Kenny Simpson re crime solvency rates
	CM
	21/02/2017

	
	20170117-02
	Write to councillor Johnstone re Xmas lights funding
	CM
	31/01/2017

	
	20170117-03
	Find out how much storage, erection and dismantling costs are to enable Community council to create a fundraising strategy with other groups
	JM
	21/02/2017

	
	20170117-04
	Arrange meeting with Rod Lugg and update at next meeting
	CM
	21/02/2017

	
	20170117-05
	Gillian Cousin to be invited to next meeting
	CM
	21/02/2017


